ISS 2003 GENERAL STUDIES

1. Answer any THREE of the following questions (in about 75 words each) :

5 x 3 = 15

(a) Describe the importance of the monsoons to the Indian economy.

(b) Write a note on Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana.

(c) What are the ways and means by which elections could be made more meaningful?

(d) Explain the status of Ministers known as Ministers of State in the Council of Ministers.

(e) Write a short note on ISRO.

2. Answer any TWO of the following questions (in about 75 words each):

5 × 2 = 10

(a) Why is Gupta period regarded important in Indian History?

(b) Discuss the role of the moderates in the formative stage of the Indian National Congress.

(c) Write a short note on solar energy resources.

3. Answer any ONE of the following questions (in about 75words):

5 x 1 = 5

(a) What are Breeder Reactors? What are their relevance in the Indian context?

(b) After what has happened in the recent conference in Cancun (Mexico), is the WTO still

relevant?

4. Write short notes on any FOUR of the following (in not more than 25 words each)

2 x 4 = 8

(a) Track-II Diplomacy

(b) Social Forestry

(c) Desertification

(d) Standard Time

(e) Greenhouse Gases

(f) lnsat-3A

5. Write short notes on any FOUR of the following (in not more than 25 words each):

2 x 4 = 8

(a) United Nations Children’s Fund

(b) Differentiate between Isothermal and Adiabatic process.

(c) What is dialysis?

(d) What are superconductors?

(e) Archaeological survey of India.

6. Are the following statements True or False? Give brief reasons for your answer. Attempt any FOUR

of the following in not more than 25 words each:

2 x 4 = 8

(a) Arafat is the name of a mountain.

(b) Gandhi Peace Prize was given only to foreign dignitaries or institutions.

(c) Shankara was a famous scholar of Vedanta.

(d) Sister Nivedita was a follower of Vivekananda.

(e) The children are prone to Euthanasia.

(f) The Pugwash Movement was the brainchild of Nehru and Sukarno.

7. Why have the following persons come into news in recent time? Answer any FOUR of the following

in not more then 25 words each:

2 × 4 = 8

(a) Gerry Adams

(b) Fidel Castro

(c) Chandrika Kumaratunga

(d) Bimal Jalan

(e) Kiran Bedi

8. Where are the following located? Attempt any FOUR (mention both the places and the state)

2 × 4 = 8

(a) Central Drug Research Institute

(b) Space Application Centre

(c) Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research

(d) Central Mining Research Institute

(e) Variable Energy Cyclotron Centre

9. Mention the names of States in which the following cities are located :

1 × 5 = 5

(a) Aizawl

(b) Tirupathi

(c) Udapur

(d) Gaya

(e) Amritsar

10. Why are the following persons important? Give your answer in 25 words each:

1 x 5 = 5

(a) Sasanka

(b) Shersheh

(c) Lord Ripon

(d) General Dyer

(e) Sayyid Ahmad Khan

11. Write one sentence on each of the following :

1 × 5 = 5

(a) Geothermal energy

(b) Pollution

(c) Renewable resource

(d) Maha Kumbha Mela

(e) Article 324 of the Constitution of India

12. What do the following abbreviations stand for?

5 × 1 = 5

(a) SARS

(b) INMAS

(c) UNMOIP

(d) NBPGR

(e) SAI

1 x 5 = 5

13. Where are the following located? Mention place and state:

1 × 5 = 5

(a) Rani Gumpha

(b) Meenakshi Temple

(c) Fort William

(d) Brindavan Gardens

(e) Kovalam Beach

14. Mention the names of the following :

1 x 5 = 5

(a) The official who said, ‘Gandhi is one man boundary force.’

(b) The person who said, ‘You will be nearer to Heaven through football than through the study

of Gita.’

(c) The person who said, ‘I would prefer newspapers without ‘Government rather than

Government without newspapers.’

(d) The first woman Prime Minister of the World.

(e) The first blind man to scale Mount Everest.

ISS 2001 GENERAL STUDIES

SECTION-I

1. Answer any THREE of the following questions (in about 75 words each) :

3 x 5 = 15

(a) Give an account of major mountain ranges of the Himalayan region.

(b) Account for the concentration of the Jute mills along the Hooghly river.

(c) What are the salient features of the Federal System?

(d) Discuss the basic features of the Parliamentary Democracy.

(e) Explain the significance of the Human Genome Project.

2. Write short notes on any TWO of the following questions (in about 75 words each):

2 x 5 = 10

(a) Why Akbar has been called the ‘Great Mughal’?

(b) What were the provisions of the Indian Independence Act of July 1947?

(c) India’s nuclear energy programme.

3. Write short notes on any ONE of the following questions (in about 75 words each) :

1 x 5 = 5

(a) How does a sonar work?

(b) India’s attitude towards Non-trade issues on WTO agenda.

4. Write short notes on any FOUR of the following questions (in not more than 25 words each):

4 x 2 = 8

(a) Doctrine of Judicial Review

(b) Parliamentary Committees

(c) Urban field

(d) Major tributaries of Cauvery

(e) Golden rice

(f) Agni

5. Write short notes on any FOUR of the following questions (in not more than 25 words each):

4 x 2 = 8

(a) Write of Habeas Corpus

(b) Central Leather Research Institute

(c) Indian Council of Medical Research

(d) Transgenic Organism

(e) Ham radio

6. Are the following statements True or False? Give brief reasons for your answer. Attempt any FOUR

of the following (in not more than 25 words each):

4 x 2 = 8

(a) Fundamental Rights of the citizen have been given n Part III of the Indian Constitution.

(b) Right to Constitutional Remedies have been given under Article 32 of the Indian Constitution

(c) Hiuen-Tsang wrot the book Indika

(d) Lala Lajpat Rai said ‘Freedom is our birth-right and we shall have it’

(e) Sound travels faster through steel than through air

(f) A lunar eclipse can be seen from any place where the moon is visible.

7. Why have the following persons come into news in recent times? Answer any FOUR of the

following (in not more than 25 words each):

4 x 2 = 8

(a) Fred Hoyle

(b) Narain Karthikeyan

(c) Justice S. P. Bharucha

(d) Lata Mangeshkar

(e) V. S. Naipaul

8. Where are the following located? (Mention both the place and tie state)

4 x 2 = 8

(a) National Botanical Research Institute

(b) Chittaranjan Cancer Hospital

(c) National Archives of India

(d) Salar Jang Museum

(e) Centre for Advanced Technology

9. Mention the names of the rivers on whose banks the following cities are located:

5 x 1 = 25

(a) Tiruchirapalli

(b) Kumool

(c) Srinagar

(d) Ahmedabad

(e) Varanasi

10. Why are the following persons important? (in not more than 25 words each)

5 x 1 = 5

(a) Pulakesin II

(b) Alberuni

(c) Albuquerque

(d) Lala Hardayal

(e) Rashbehari Bose

11. Write one sentence each on the following

5 x 1 = 5

(a) Integrated Rural Development Programme

(b) Library Committee of the Lok Sabha

(c) Dada Sahed Phalke Award

(d) Calcutta Urban Region

(e) e-Commerce

12. What do the following abbreviations stand for?

5 × 1 = 5

(a) MODVAT

(b) MRTPC

(c) NASDAQ

(d) MPEG

(e) NCAER

13. Where are the following located? (Mention place and state)

5 x 1 = 5

(a) Marine Beach

(b) Roomi Darwaja

(c) Safdar Jang’s tomb

(d) Char minar

(e) Pichola Lake

14. Mention the names of the following

5 x 1 = 5

(a) The first Indian woman in space

(b) The first Governor-General of India

(c) India’s largest sugar-producing state

(d) The first Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission

(e) India’s longest serving Prime Minister till data.

ISS 2000 GENERAL STUDIES

SECTION-I

1. Answer any three of the following questions: (in about 75words)

15

(a) Discuss the concept of Human Development. How is it different from development as

economic growth?

(b) Bring out the salient characteristics of rainfall in India.

(c) Summarize the main features of the Housing and Habitat Policy of the Government of India.

(d) Explain the Himalayan orogeny.

(e) Explain the significance of Sankhya Vahini.

2. Write short notes on any two of the following questions: (in about 75 words each)

2 x 5 = 10

(a) What are the bases for demands of bifurcation of states in India?

(b) Discuss the salient features of Indian culture.

(c) Write a note on animal cloning.

3. Write a short note on any one of the following questions (in about 75 words)

(a) Why does the sky look blue?

(b) Discuss India’s stand on CTBT.

1 x 5 = 5

SECTION – II

4. Write short notes on any four of the following : (in not more than 25 words):

4 x 2 = 8

(a) Zero Hour’ in Parliament.

(b) Census of India definition of a ‘Town’.

(c) Distinction between nuclear fission and nuclear fusion.

(d) Dendrochronology

(e) Major rivers originating from the Amarkantak range.

(f) Public Interest Litigation

5. Write short notes on any four of the following : (in not more than 25words):

4 x 2 = 8

(a) National Council of Educational Research and Training

(b) Industrial Credit and Investment Corporation of India

(c) Press Trust of India

(d) Centre for Development of Telematics

(e) Swarnajayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana

(f) Remote sensing by satellite.

6. Are the following statements True of False? Give brief reasons for your answer. Attempt any four of

the following : (in more than 25 words):

4 x 2 = 8

(a) The material in the inner core of the earth is solid despite high temperature.

(b) President of India is directly elected by the people of India.

(c) ‘Digambar’ and ‘Shetamber’ are two main sects of Buddhism.

(d) Art 356 of the Indian Constitu ion assigns a special status to the state of Jammu & Kashmir.

(e) Bad coins drive our good coins out of circulation.

(f) The government of India has declared the year 1999- 2000 as the ‘Year of Municipal

Corporation’.

7. Why have the following persons come into news into recent time ? Answer any FOUR of the

following: (in not more than 25 words)

4 x 2 = 8

(a) Hansie Cronje

(b) Mahendra Chaudhury

(c) Venus Williams

(d) Lara Dutta

(e) Dr. Abdul Kalam

(f) Buddhadeva Dasgupta

8. Where are the following located?

4 x 2 = 8

(Mention both the place and the state)

(a) Central Institute of Buddhist Studies

(b) National Seismological Database Centre

(c) Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan

(d) Indian Museum

SECTION - III

9. Mention the names of the rivers on whose banks the following cities are located

5 x 1 = 5

(a) Guwahati

(b) Surat

(c) Lucknow

(d) Jabalpur

(e) Bhadrachalam

10. Why are the following persons important? (in not more than 25 words)

5 x 1 = 5

(a) Aryabhatta

(b) Madan Mohan Malaviya

(c) Shyama Prasad Mukherjee

(d) Nirad C. Choudhury

(e) Hema Malini

11. Write one sentence each on the following:

5×1 = 5

(a) National Open School

(b) National Capital Region

(c) Viswakarma Puraskar

(d) Business Advisory Committee of the Lok Sabha

(e) e-governance

12. What do the following abbreviations stand for?

5×1 = 5

(a) DWCRA

(b) VSNL

(c) UNICEF

(d) NEERI

(e) NFDC

13. Where are the following located? (mention place and state)

5×1 = 5

(a) Brindaban Gardens

(b) Rock Garden

(c) Nandankanan Zoological Park

(d) Shalimar Garden

(e) Eden Garden

14. Mention the names of the following:

5 x 1 = 5

(a) The first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of India

(b) The first Chief Election Commissioner of India

(c) The first Chief of Army Staff of India

(d) The first Nobel Laureate of India

(e) The last Governor General of India

ISS 1999 GENERAL STUDIES

SECTION I

1. Answer any three of the following (in about 75 words each):

3 x 10 = 30

(a) Explain the meaning of Public Debt and other liabilities n India.

(b) Can Fundamental Rights of Indian citizens be suspended?

(c) Distinguish between igneous and metamorphic rocks giving one example of each.

(d) Outline the salient features of the Theory of Demographic Transition.

(e) What is plate tectonics? How does it explain earthquakes?

2. Write short notes on any two of the following (in about 75 words each):

2 x 10 = 20

(a) Salient features of India’s space programme

(b) Abyssal plains and their economic utility

(c) Convectional rainfall

3. Write a short note on any one of the following (in about 75 words):

1 x 10 = 10

(a) What are Lok Adalats?

(b) Write a note on Sankaracharya.

SECTION II

4. Write short notes on/answer any five of the following (in about 25 words each):

5 x 2 = 10

(a) Ultrasonography

(b) Param 10000

(c) Zeolites

(d) How is ‘Breach of Parliamentary Privilege’ different from ‘Contempt of the House’?

(e) What is a caretaker government?

(f) Why is India a Republic?

(g) What is the purpose of an adjournment motion?

5. Write short notes on any five of the following (in about 25 words each):

5 x 2 = 10

(a) Prasar Bharati

(b) Inter-State Council

(c) The World Wide Web

(d) Closed economy

(e) University Grants Commission

(f) Hawa Mahal

(g) Press Council of India

6. Are the following statements True or False? Answer any five and give reasons for your answer (in

about 25 words each):

5 x 2=10

(a) A shooting star is actually a meteor.

(b) Water boils at a higher temperature under pressure

(c) A geostationary satellite remains stationary in orbit.

(d) FM broadcasts cannot be transmitted over long distances.

(e) Light travels faster in water than in air.

(f) A lunar eclipse occurs when the Moon comes between the Sun and the Earth.

(g) The colour of soap films is due to interference of light.

7. Write short notes on any five of the following (in about 25 words each):

5 x 2 = 10

(a) Bahadur Shah II

(b) Acharya Vinoba Bhave

(c) Kalpana Chawla

(d) Amartya Sen

(e) Pandurang Shastri Athavale

(f) Ram Mohan Roy

(g) Devika Rani

8. Write short notes on/answer any five of the following (in about 25 words each)

5 × 2 = 10

(a) What is Dialectical Materialism?

(b) Give the full expression of the acronym SPICMACAY.

(e) Legislative Council

(d) Gabon Republic

(e) Database

(f) Press Information Bureau

(g) Zero-Based Budgeting

9. Write short notes on/answer any five of the following (in about 25 words each):

5 x 2 = 10

(a) How many battles were fought on the fields of Panipat and between whom?

(b) Mention the importance of Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan.

(c) Who was Srinivasa Ramanujan? Describe his achievement.

(d) Genetically modified organisms.

(e) Carbon dioxide and the Green-house effect.

(f) Catalytic Converter

(g) Remote Sensing

SECTION III

10. Where are the following located? (Mention both city and state) :

5 x 1 = 5

(a) National Institute of Oceanography

(b) Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research

(c) Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics

(d) Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science.

(e) Raman Research Institute

11. Write one sentence each on the following:

5 x 1 = 5

(a) Meiosis

(b) Internet

(c) Semiconductor

(d) Supersonic

(e) Equinox

12. Give the names of the capitals of the following

5 x 1 = 5

(a) Sikkim

(b) Lakshadweep

(c) Andaman and Nicohar Islands

(d) Himachal Pradesh

(e) Jammu and Kashrnir

13. Where are the following located? (Mention both the river and the state):

5 x 1 = 5

(a) Hirakud dam

(b) Nagarjuna Sagar dam

(c) Tehri dam

(d) Them dam

(e) Ukai clam

14. Answer the following

5 x 1 = 5

(a) How can All India Services be created?

(b) Who appoints members of a State Public Services Commission?

(c) What is zero hour’ in legislature?

(d) How many Union Territories are there in India?

(e) Which was the last State added to the Indian Union?

15. Answer the following

5 x 1 = 5

(a) Name the Indian who made a world record by graduating in science at the age of less than 13

years.

(b) Name the person who was awarded Bharat Ratna 20 years after his death.

(c) Who was the first elected President of India?

(d) Who is the present Chief Justice of India?

(e) When was the Ninth Plan of India approved in National Development Council?

ISS 1998 GENERAL STUDIES

SECTION – I

1. Answer any three of the following (in about 75 words each):

(3 ×10 = 30)

(a) Distinguish between economic growth and development.

(b) Bring out the relation between price and wage policy.

(c) What are coral reefs? How are they ecologically important?

(d) How do the Western Ghats differ from the Eastern Ghats?

(e) What is El Nino? How does it affect the Indian monsoon?

2. Write short notes on any two of the following (in about 75 words each):

(2 ×10 = 20)

(a) TheY2Kproblem

(b) Geological fault

(c) Biodiversity

3. Write a short note on any one of the following (in about 75 words each):

(1 ×10= 10)

(a) Discuss the significance of the Non-Cooperation Movement. Why was it suspended

suddenly?

(b) What is Uniform Civil Code?

SECTION – II

4. Write short notes on/answer any five of the following (in about 25 words each):

(5 ×2 =10)

(a) Radiocarbon dating

(b) Supercomputer

(c) What are the implications of the enactment of a Uniform Civil Code?

(d) Who is a Protem-Speaker? What are his duties?

(e) What is India’s highest civilian award? Which foreigners received the award?

(f) What is an Ordinance?

(g) What is ‘Adjournment Motion’?

5. Write short notes on any five of the following (in about 25 words each):

(5 ×2 = 10)

(a) Sustainable Development

(b) Duration of Municipalities

(c) Bismillah Khan

(d) Martin Luther (1483-1546)

(e) World Statesman Award

(f) Audit of accounts of Panchayats

(g) Consumer Sovereignty

6. Are the following statements True or False? Answer any five and give reasons for your answer (in

about 25 words each):

(5 ×2 =10)

(a) Sea water bots at a higher temperature than fresh water.

(b) Comets are not members of our solar system.

(c) Laterite soils are rich in calcium.

(d) The Earth is nearest to the Sun in June.

(e) A solar eclipse can occur only on a full moon day.

(f) A satellite in orbit is a continuously falling body.

(g) The density of water is highest at 0°C.

7. Write short notes on any five of the following (in about 25 words each):

(5 ×2 = 10)

(a) Frank Sinatra

(b) Minoo Masani

(c) Sivaramakrishna Chandrasekhar

(d) Bacharuddin Jusuf Habibe

(e) Gheorghe Hagi

(f) Slocum S.H.

(g) Savarkar V.D.

8. Write short notes on/answer any five of the following (in about 25 words each): (5 ×2 = 10)

(a) Annie Besant

(b) Hindu View of Life

(c) Simplipal

(d) Veto

(e) What were the chief ports on the west coast of ancient India?

(f) Who introduced Din-i-Hahi? What were its essential features?

(g) Analyses briefly the importance of the Battle of Plassey.

9. Write notes on/answer any five of the following in about 25 words each):

(5 ×2 = 10)

(a) What are the six systems of Hindu philosophy?

(b) What made Muhammad bin Tughlaq unpopular?

(c) Why is January 26 celebrated as the Republic Day?

(d) Why was Basmati rice in the news recently?

(e) Risk to environment from CFCs.

(f) Gene Therapy

(g) Human Genome Project

SECTION - III

10. Where are the following located? (Mention both City and State)

(5 ×1 = 5)

(a) Central Glass and Ceramics Research Institute

(b) National Geophysical Research Institute

(C) Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research

(d) Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeobotany

(e) Central Food Technological Research Institute

11. Write one sentence each on the following:

(5 ×1 = 5)

(a) Modem

(b) Moraine

(c) Ecology

(d) Sonic boom

(e) Hygrometer

12. Mention the names of the rivers on the banks of which the following cities are located:

(5 ×1 = 5)

(a) Jamshedpur

(b) Hardwar

(c) Ludhiana

(d) Rome

(e) New York

13. Name the authors of the following books:

(5 x 1 = 5)

(a) A Brief History of Time

(b) Cosmos

(c) The Voyage of the Beagle

(d) Silent Spring

(e) The Emperor’s New Mind

14. Answer the following:

(5 ×1=5)

(a) What is Quorum

(b) What is Guillotine

(c) What is a National Political Party?

(d) What is mid-term election?

(e) To which State does Article 370 of the Constitution relate

15. Answer the following:

(5 x 1 = 5)

(a) Name the Indian born British litterateur who has turned a hundred recently.

(b) Which is the least populated State in the Indian Union?

(c) Who is the present Chief of the army Staff in India?

(d) Which country won the Pepsi Independence Cup in 1997 at Mohali?

(e) Who appoints the Attorney General of India?

